














(Above) Chiba demonstrates his mastery of Omori-ryu iaido, the art of the fast draw, and (below) he teaches aikido at his new dojo in San
Diego.

teach and develop aikido. Over a period of
ten years he established the Aikikai of Great
Britain which now contains more than 2,000
students. One student who entered Chiba's
dojo from another school was dismissed
three times, but persistently returned each
time to ask permission to continue training.
Today this student is a very fine instructor
who has succeeded Chiba as technical ad-
visor of the Aikikai of Great Britain.

SPARTAN EXISTENCE

Chiba returned to Japan in 1976. He re-
sumed his teaching position at the Aikido
World Headquarters and conducted semi-
nars all over the world, concentrating on the
United States, especially Hawaii and the East
Coast. However, in the interim of Chiba's
absence, Japan had changed drastically.
Aikido, too, had grown incredibly and radically
differed from that which he had learned from
the founder. As a product of its popularity,
aikido had become an artforthe public rather
than one exclusively for the devout martial
artist.

The extreme change was too much for
Chiba to accept. He decided, at age 36, to
dedicate himself to a spartan existence. He
moved to the country to practice farming and
Zen meditation. To support his family, he sold
all of his material possessions, including a
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